
 

DISASTERS, JUDGMENTS, AND REPENTANCE, Dan Mayfield  

Scripture reading: Mk.16:15-16. 

TEXT: "1Now on the same occasion there were some present who reported to Him about the Galileans whose 
blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2And Jesus said to them, “Do you suppose that these Galileans were 
greater sinners than all other Galileans because they suffered this fate? 3“I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you 
will all likewise perish. 4“Or do you suppose that those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them 
were worse culprits than all the men who live in Jerusalem? 5“I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all 
likewise perish.” (Luke 13:1-5).  

1. LEARN FROM DISASTERS: GOD USES DISASTERS AND THIS IS WHY THEY ARE CALLED AN ACT 
OF GOD 
a. With Hurricanes, floods, hailstorms, earthquakes, tsunamis, fires, famines, wars, it usually leads to 

assigning blame somewhere.  
b. Could a Flood Be God's Judgment? Sure. Genesis 6 clears that up.  
c. The drought and withholding of rain for 3 years in Elijah's day was God's judgment. 
d. "16Beware that your hearts are not deceived, and that you do not turn away and serve other gods and 

worship them. 17“Or the anger of the LORD will be kindled against you, and He will shut up the 
heavens so that there will be no rain and the ground will not yield its fruit; and you will perish quickly 
from the good land which the LORD is giving you" (Deut 11:16-17). 

e. In the wake of the terrible flood that hit South Texas (Aug, 2017), it is tempting to assign a Divine 
judgment to it. Could a hurricane and flood be an act of God to punish and wake people up? Yes, the 
scriptures show many times that God has used rain, hail, storms, floods, droughts, winds and much 
more to mete out his judgment on sinful people. It's not wise for us to single out a specific catastrophe 
and assign it to be an act of divine judgment - even if it could be the case.  

f. Often times such disasters do become a powerful time for change in a person or community. So if 
nothing else but we learn that life is special and to value it, then maybe it's the work of God.  
  

2. JUDGMENT: DON'T JUMP FIRST TO JUDGING AND ASSIGNING BLAME: "DO YOU SUPPOSE" - DO 
YOU THINK THIS IS DIVINE RETRIBUTION?  

a. Redirecting Those who Want to Assign Blame and Make Judgments.  
b. Sometimes our judgments are just wrong Revealing prejudices, judgmentalism. 
c. To me, this question from Jesus was confronting the idea that the Galileans sinned and brought this 

upon themselves. To ask them, "do you suppose", is a challenge to what they are thinking. Jesus 
answers and says that, no the Galileans are not greater Sinners than all of the rest. Therefore in that 
instance, it would be wrong to conclude that the Galileans brought this fate upon themselves since 
as Jesus did not defend such an assumption. 

i. Notice that Jesus didn't say, "do you suppose Pilate is a greater sinner than others?" No, 
Jesus knows they are assigning blame to the victims. 

d. The problem of assigning blame to victims IT BYPASSES THE NEED TO BE COMPASSIONATE 
i. We know that people sin; we kno that God punishes sin, but we don't know that THIS or that 

disaster was God's judgment - in the way that say the destruction of Jerusalem was (Mt 24: 
3. FOCUS ON PERSONAL REPENTANCE:  Look in the Mirror:  The Need to Bear the Fruits of 

Repentance or Else Perish. 

a. "6And He began telling this parable: “A man had a fig tree which had been planted in his vineyard; 
and he came looking for fruit on it and did not find any. 7“And he said to the vineyard-keeper, 
‘Behold, for three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree without finding any. Cut it down! 
Why does it even use up the ground?’ 8“And he answered and said to him, ‘Let it alone, sir, for this 
year too, until I dig around it and put in fertilizer; 9and if it bears fruit next year, fine; but if not, cut it 
down.’ (Luke 13:6-9).  



 

b. I'm not suggesting that God can't bring judgment upon Galileans through this means, but Jesus is 
interested in us looking in the mirror.  

i. Jesus didn't say that the Galileans and the victims of the fallen tower were not sinners. But 
Jesus wasn't interested in entertaining their JUDGMENTS as much as He was to call 
attention to their own sinfulness.  

c. When trying to understand and explain a catastrophe, please remember this from Luke 13 that 
Jesus said "unless you repent you will all likewise perish" (Lk 13:3,5).  

i. The Galileans are dead. The people under the fallen tower are dead. Jesus is speaking of 
repentance and this fig tree in the midst of a grape vinyard needed to produce or else be cut 
down.  

d. What does Jesus want us to focus on instead of this? Jesus says to the people who made the report 
that they too will perish if they do not repent. The focus here should not be on the Galileans on 
whether or not they repented, since Jesus did not assign their fate to sin; but the focus should be on 
all men perishing who do not repent of their sins. 

e. When you want to talk about others, Jesus wants to talk about you. 
i. When it came to assigning blame, there were times that Jesus chose instead to force people 

to look at their own faults.  
ii. But Jesus dismisses these kinds of judgments that men are prone to latch onto. 

When it comes to the tragedies of hurricanes or the destruction of skyscrapers, the focus 
should first be to our own sins. I don't mean that justice should not be executed against evil, 
but the victims should not be judged as if we know they received what they deserved. We 
should be looking to ourselves and repenting. 

iii. - The one without sin should cast the first stone, Jn. 8:7. 
iv. - Take the log from your own eye then you can help others. 
v. Even the John 9 instance when the disciples asked about the man blind from birth, "who 

sinned?"  Jesus said it was neither. 
vi. - Unless you repent, you will perish like the Galileans and the victims of the fall of the tower 

of Siloam. 
vii. WE will reap what we sow. "Do not be deceived. God is not mocked; for whatever a man 

sows, that he will also reap." (Gal. 6:4).  
viii. We all sin and will stand before God's judgment seat to pay the debt of sin.  
ix. Failing to look at the mote in our own eyes, while seeing fault everywhere else, is the real 

disaster.  
x. The Corinthians were "30For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number 

sleep. 31But if we judged ourselves rightly, we would not be judged. 32But when we are 
judged, we are disciplined by the Lord so that we will not be condemned along with the 
world" (1 Cor. 11:30-31).  

xi. Paul says to the Romans that the ones who rejected God and turned to their own wisdom 
were suffering the penalty in their own bodies, Romans 1 

f. The need for fruits of repentance:  same message John the Baptist had for people who wanted 
baptism.  

i. "7Then he said tothe multitudes that came out to be baptized by him, 'Brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Therefore bear fruits worthy of repetnance, 
and do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I say to you that 
God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. 9. And even now the ax is 
laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the first." (Luke 3:7-9).  

g. One thing that is clear from Luke 13 and the message to learn is how we are sinners and we will 
likewise perish if we do not repent.  



 

h. What about the victims of Hurricane Harvey? Are the people in Houston greater Sinners than all the 
rest of men? Probably not. Could the terrible flood be an act of God? Yes, it certainly could be. But it 
is unwise to assign any such judgment to it. So instead let us take home the message that if we do 
not repent of our sins we will perish as some have in Houston. 

i. I would add that victims might very well repent with sackcloth and ashes. Personally it would be faith 
that looks at self to make sure we are right with God. 

j. All such things can be a reminder of the frailty of life and the need to be ready for the judgment. 
k. When people say there's salvation without repentance, it's "faith alone" they say, know they are false 

teachers. The Bible shows that salvation comes only when the sinner repents and turns away from 
sin. Yes, you have to "do something". It's called "obedience of faith" and it's backed up in Scripture 
(Acts 3:19; 1 Thess 1:3). So if you want to be saved, look at Acts 2:38-41. God bless you. 

4. Lessons to Learn 
a. God Does What He pleases to Get Our Attention:  

Personally, let the disaster teach you something. The sailors in Jonah 1 said, "For whose cause is 
this trouble upon us?"  They may have been a heathen, idol-worshiping people, but they knew that 
God acted in ways to express His favor or disfavor.  

i. So some see the hand of God's retribution and they draw near to God in repentance. Others 
see grace and deliverance through the storm and they are thankfor for what they have.  

b. Be compassionate towards Others: Learn from In Luke 10 the priest and the Levite passed by a man 
who was waylaid. They had no compassion.  

c. The main lesson: Repent or You will perish and this for sure will be from the hand of God.  
We need to look in the mirror. Jesus is warning we won't be saved unless we judge ourselves and 
bring our own sins to Him. When bad things happen to Galileans and victims of falling towers, do we 
think they got Justice or do we look at the mote in our own eye?  

 


